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the Cathedral was made ready for Ms coronation, with rich adorning and two thrones, one for Frederick III and the other for the expectant king. As Freeman says : " We laugh when Charles has got everything ready for his coronation and the Lord of the World suddenly decamps in the night, leaving Charles . . . to go back a mere duke as he came/* Was this merely an instance of the extraordinary attack of doubt and vacillation which, more than once, was to ruin the prospects of his son Maximilian, or, with the recent memory of Peronne, had the Emperor's suspicions been awakened ?
We shall never know, but in any case the consequences of this rash, uncourteous flight were most serious. Commines quaintly remarks that " interviews between great princes are a grievous mistake and great evils follow from them " ; also, as he points out, there soon followed the war of Neuss,1 one of the Hansa towns, besieged by Charles of Burgundy in July 1474. The beleaguered fortress stood on a solitary height above the marshy plain from which the Ehine had receded ; it was well fortified and so gallantly defended that it held out against the investment and fierce bombardment of an overwhelming army, during eleven long months of assaults and sorties.
Frederick III held a Diet at Felsburg in October to consider means of helping the brave city, but it was not until the winter had passed away that a great host of feudal vassals, princes, counts, and archbishops —such as had not been gathered to the support of the Empire for 200 years—set forth to follow their lord
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